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Fitting In, speaking
Ex-{*ays John and Anne Paull^tMi^cwent
counsclinji in an Exodus ministry, where they
mot. They married in 1992.
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A controversial series

of ads claims that

homosexuals aren't

born that way, and can
change. Alook inside
the 'ex-gay' movement,
and the elusive science

of sexuai orientation.

BYJohn Leland and

Mark MillerINATOWN HOUSE IN NORTHWEST
Washington, D.C., Anthony Falza-
rano c^s for a show of hands.
"How many of you," he asks,
"were raped, molested or sexual-
ized as children?" More than half
of the 20 men and three women
raise their hands. Falzarano, 42, is
neatly dressed, a former architec

tural restorer who talks with the reassuring
cadences of a motivational speaker. For the
last hour or so, he has recited Scriptures and
talked about his own life—about his rather
glamorousturns in the New Yorkgay scene of
the 1970s, about his Christian reawakening,
about his wife and two children. Now he
urges the others to talk.

"My name is Dave," begins one. "It's been a
good week. I haven't had any lapses into mas
turbation for more than a month." Shannon, 27,
has not had a goodweek. He started a newjob,
and already, he says, "people are buzzing, 'Is
the new guy gay?' " Falzarano admonishes,
"You'restdl sending out mixedsignals."The se
cret sharers are mostly in their 20s and 30s,
racially mixed, united in purpose: they want
desperately, some painfully,not to be gay.

They have come to the Transformation Min
istries branch ofExodus International, a nonde-
nominational Christian fellowship dedicated to
helping homosexuals change their orientation.

CHRIS BUCK (l-Erri, ABC NEWS

When gay,John Paulk's alter egoCandiwon
first runner-up Inthe MissIngenue pageant

Touting strictScriptural reading and a discred
ited theory of childhood development, Exodus
was untd recently one of the better-kept secrets
in the American church. Then on July 13, in con
junction with conservative groups like the
Christian Coalition, it started taking out full-
page ads in major newspapers (including The
Washington Post, Newsweek's sister publica
tion). In gentle, loving language, smiling "ex-
gays" offered theboldpromise: we changed, so
canyou. Gayadvocates fumed. "This is a delib
erate campaign ... to makehomophobia accept
able," arguesAnneFausto-Sterling, a professor
of biologyand women's studies at Brown Uni
versity. The mainstream psych community bri
dled: therapy to change sexual orientation, says
Gregory Herek, a research psychologist at the
University of California, Davis, "doesn't have
anyscientific basis." For the ad's sponsors, the
uproarwas golden. "We'vedone37interviews
in the last 10 days," exults Falzarano, who
describes himself as "one of the top five 'ex-
gays'." After years of daytime-TV indignities,
ex-gays like John and Anne Paulk ofColorado
Springs—a former dragqueen anda former les
bian, now married with a son—were working
prime time.

The ads come just as factions within the
Republican Party are battling over gay rights.
Senate leader Trent Lott recently likened ho
mosexuality to alcoholism and kleptomania,
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and blocked a vote to allow
James Hormel, who is gay, to
become ambassador to Lux
embourg. The Repubhcan-con-
trolled House voted to deny cer
tain federal funds to any city that
required contractors to proNdde
he^th benefits to gay partners.
But just last week, defectors
withbi the parly helped defeat a
GOP bill to rescind President
Bill Clinton's anti-discrimina
tion order forgays in the federal
government.

At Falzarano's ministry, such
pohtical machinations are lost
on people like Shannon. He has
led a complicated life. At his
first meeting, he wore mascara
and outrageous dress. "I was
flaming," he says, conspiratori-
ally. Raised in a strict Pente
costal home, with a violent,
drug-addicted father, he "got
into the lifestyle"—Exodus-
speak for homosexuality—at the
age of 14. By 20, he says, "I
wanted a change. I [believed] I
was an awful, damaged product
in God's eyes." He returned to
the church, quickly married and
fathered a child, but eventually
started seeing men again. Earli
er this year, with a second child
on the way, he brought himself
to an Exodus meeting, He was
dubious—"I thought they were
all fakers"—but desperate. "At
first, I came because I didn't
want to waste more of my wife's
life. I really, really enjoyed the gay lifestyle.
But now I want to come out of this for my
self. I'm tired of homosexuality being my
identity."

For more than a century, therapists,
churches and groups like the Aesthetic Re
alists have tried to change gays by means
including drugs, electroshock and even tes-
ticular transplant. One Masters and John
son treatment taught gay men how to make

Absent fathers, domineering mothers?
in Encino,Calif.,counselor DavidMatheson leads a group
of young men trying to change their sexual orientation..
Onesays he hopes for'a full recovery.'

conversation and eye contact with women.
But after the American Psychiatric and
Psychological associations voted in the
1970s that homosexuality was not a disor
der, most therapists got out of the sexual-
conversion business. Last year the Ameri
can Psychological Association officially
declared "reparative therap/' scientifically
ineffective and possibly harmful. Its guide
lines strongly discourage such therapy as

iW

unnecessary. The public is less convinced.
In a new Newsweek Poll, 56 percent said
gays could become strai^t; 11 percent of
gays agreed.

Exodus, founded in 1976, has taken up
the call. With 83 chapters in 35 states, the
group claims to have "touched" 200,000
fives, though it keeps no figures on how
manypeoplehavegonethroughtreatment.
"I don't know of anybody who can do it on

Straight Views, Gay Views: By the Numbers
In two national polls, Newsweek compared the general public's
opinions on gay issues with those of the gay community. Though

Overall population:
; 33% say that homo-;

sexuality is something
people are born with, "

^not the result of up-
; bringing or environ- s
I mental influences ; :,

Gay respondents: 75%
say they believe homo
sexuality is something
people are bom with,
not due to upbringing
or environmental
influences

there's more common ground than in recent years, the two groups
still disagree strongly about some body debated issues.

Overall: 56% say that
.gay men and lesbians
can change their

^sexual orientation
through therapy, will
power or religious
conviction

: Gays: Only11% say
; that gay men and

:1 lesbians can change
1 their sexual orientation
•i through therapy, will
: power or rehgious
] conviction

FORTHIS SPECIAL NEWSWEEK POLL, PRINCETON SURVEY RESEARCH ASSOCIATES CONDUCTED TELEPHO.SE INTERVIEWS WITH 603 ADULTS AILVao-Sl.1998-THEMARGIN OFERROR IS•/-4 PERCENTAGE
POINTS. FOR THEOPINIONS OFHOMOSEXUALS. PRINCETON SURVEY RESEARCH ASSOCIATES CONDUCTED TELEPHONE INTERVIESVS WITH 5O2GAY MEN AND LESB1A.NS JULY iS-JO, I998. RESPONDENTS WERE
RANDOMLY DRAWNFROM LISTSCOMPILED BYSTRUBCO INC. OF75O.OOOWHO ASSOCIATED THEMSELVESWITH CAYOB LESBIANINTERESTSANDACTCVITIES. THOSEWHO IDENTIFIED THEMSELVESAS
HFTFBnSFXIIAI. WFBF ntri.IinFD FROM THE SURVEY. THE MARGIN OF ERROR IS'/- S PERCENTAGE POINTS. SOMERESPONSES NOTSHOWN. THE NEWSWEEK POLL0 1998 BY NEWSWEEK, INC.



their own," says John PauDc, the national
board chairman. Exodus rejects what mem
bers call the "homophobia" of censorious
conservative churches; rather, the idea is to
help gays become healing members of the
congregation. The "homosexual lifestyle,"
the group contends, is a sin, though not of
the sinner's choosing—aneat distinction in
a culture loath to accept blame foranything.

The group offers a tidy explanation for
homosexuality. Boys with absent fathers,
girls with absent mothers, get stuck in de
velopmental limbo and seek masculine or
feminine fulfillment through sex with mem
bers of their own gender. By recognizing
this deficiency, and through prayer,
individuals can replace some gay desires
with same-sexfinendships. Or so the theory
goes. Heterosexual desire may or may not
follow. Along the way. Exodus workshops
encourage gay men to "butch up" through
sports, and lesbians to unleash their inner
heterosexual through dress and makeup.

"Recovery" mightmean anything firom a
heterosexual marriage to abstinence. Temp
tation alone, the group counsels,is not a sin.
As one ex-gayman puts it, "I still struggle

LEFT TO HICHT: DASTD 5TRICK; PHOTO BV
RAFAEL FL'CHS, .MAKEUP BY BIANCA PRATT

't see at- should be treated. NARTH represents "the
ople are finnge of the mental-health establishment,"
5rates of says psychologist Herek. Nicolosi's pa-
no long- tients, most controversially,canbe asyoung
le other as 3years old. Like Exodus, he trumpets his
Two of success rates, but has done no long-term fol-
Michael low-upstudy."I don't have time,"he says,
.ove and Still skeptical, Matt read Nicolosi'sbook
, 13Exo- "Reparative Therapy of Male Homosexual-
ause the ity." "It could have been written about my

family," he says—distant father, very atten-
resolved tive mother, no interest in sports. Matt
)s, three started to come round. He looked into
) suggest mainstream "gay affirmative" therapies,
genetic, which hold that gay tensions derive firom
nurture, "internalized homophobia." Nicolosi had
the con- an answer to each. "It was a battle of theo-
ups em- ries, and Joe's really convinced me more."
/ay, they Matt says his attractions to men have di-
han five minished. He still hasn't dated a woman,
en repli- but feels confident that the move is "immi-
the pub- nent. I want tomake sure I'm ready."
d genet- Despite Matt's experience, both Nicolosi
r is not and Exodus stress that the process isn't for
ughtinto everybody. People who are gay and happy
environ- won't find it useful. "We have to work with
. want to peoplewho are broke and ready," says Ani-
Risch, a ta Worthen, a counselor at New Hope Min-
"A gene istries in San Rafael, Calif. "We can't drag

Onca iisst, MOW loood—
James Campbell, son of a Baptist minister, tried an
exorcism to overcome his homosexuality. Today he's
partnered with a man and secure In his faith in God.

with attraction [to men]. But I don't see at
traction as a problem, because people are
attractive." Ministries claim success rates of
about 30 percent, but have allowed no long-
term studies. The failures, on the other
hand, have been most importune. Two of
Exodus International's founders, Michael
Bussee and Gary Cooper, fell in love and
left the organization in 1979. In all, 13 Exo
dus ministries have had to close because the
director returned to homosexuality.

Exodus's claims take up an unresolved
scientific debate. In the early '90s, three
highlypublicizedstudies seemed to suggest
that homosexuality's roots were genetic,
traceable to nature rather than nurture.
Though the studies were small and the con
clusions cautious, many gay groups em
braced the news. We're bom this way, they
announced, don't judge us. More than five
years later the data have never been repli
cated. Moreover, researchers say, the pub
lic has misunderstood "behavioral genet
ics." Unlike eye color, behavior is not
strictly inherited; it needs to be brought into
play by a daunting complexity of environ
mental factors. "People very much want to
find simple answers," says NeU Risch, a
professor of genetics at Stanford. "A gene
for this, a gene for that ... Hu- ^ ,
man behavior is much more
compbcated than that." The ex- James Ca
istence of a genetic pattem exorcism
among homosexuals doesn't partnerei
mean people are bom gay, any
more foan the genes for height, presumably
common in NBAplayers, indicate an inborn
ability to play basketball. Isolating environ
mental factors of homosexuality has proved
equally elusive: in bhnd psychological eval
uations, gays are indistinguishable from
straight people. Most scientists postulate
that homosexuality results firom some com
bination of genes and environmental fac
tors, possibly different in each individual.
But, admits biologist Evan Balaban, "I think
we're as much in the dark as we ever were."

Matt, 20, thinks he knows the answer. A
junior at a Los Angeles university. Matt is
articulate, casually chic in a retro surfer
shirt. Since 1997, he has been a patient of
psychologist Joseph Nicolosi, the leading
exponent of the secular approach called
reparative therapy. Matt had his firsthomo
sexual experience in college—unsatisfying,
but not traumatic. His parents urged him to
see Nicolosi. "I basically hated Joe at first. I
thought he was full of s—." He agreed to
continue treatment, he says, "just to talk
through the issue. I didn't expect to change."

Nicolosi considers himselfamaverickin a
profession held captive by the gay political
lobby. He is the executive director of
NARTH, the National Association for Re
search and Therapy of Homosexuality, a
small band that steadfastly maintains that
homosexuahty is a disorder that can and
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them offthe streets."Worthen's own son is
gay andnotintherapy. Atherministry, she
and her husband, Fr^, try to warn offthe
less stalwart. "You don't want to come in
and fail at onemorething."

Critics accuse NARTH ofpreying on the
vulnerable. "Itintensifies conflict," says psy
chiatrist Susan Vaughan, the American Psy
choanalytical Association's
spokesperson on gay issues.
"Being celibate, or trying to
have sex with the opposite
sex, can lead to anxiety and
depression." James Camp-
bell, 37, now an ordained
Methodist minister, said his
therapist tried to exploit his
fear of AIDS, and goaded
him to "remember" an inci-
dent of molestation he now
isn't sure happened. Since
leaving therapy, he says, "my |
acceptance ofmyselfas agay | Ibgffl
man saved my life and any |
relationship Ihad with God." i r

There is amiddle ground ^
between the camps—be- 1;
tween the ex-gay claim that 1), \ «^
anyone can change and the \ ^
opposing contention that no %
one can. The psychologist V
Patricia Hannigan has ar-
gued that individuals can, in
the face of strong religious
conflict, lay down their own
laws. "Ifthe foremost prior- HBsHBB
ity in one's life is religious
fmth, then personal happi-
ness might come ffom con-
forming to faith rather than
firom pursuing sexual orien-
tation." She likens gay ^y-
Christians in reparative
therapy to priests who have taken a vow of
celibacy.

At Transformation Ministries, Falzarano
asks the men to describe their distant fa
thers, an assortment that runs fi-om abusive
drug addict tobenign workaholic. "So you
see," he says, nodding, "we didn't all show
up inthis room by accident." He isbuilding
up to something, and raises his voice a
notch. "Homosexuahty isnot a lifestyle we
chose. It was inflicted on us as children.
Most churches don't realize we were mo
lested. Most churches don't realize we
didn't bond with our fathers."

This is the payoff. There is strength in
unity, strength in grievance and in rejec
tion. Few identities in America are more
marginal than ex-gay. In here there is com
munity. Aftera pophymn, thegroupmem
bershug orshake hands. Then they head off
into the night, perhaps less lonely tVian
when they came in.

With Claudia Kalb, Patricia King,
Thomas Hayden and Matthew Cooper
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The great pool debacle
probably won't go down as a
major gay-rights setback, but
it's shown West Hartford,
Conn., how homosexuality can
still send people off the deep
end. ThetroublebeganinJanu

ary, when Michael Antisdale, 40.and Mark
Melanson, 36, applied for a $395 family
pass to the town-owned indoor pool. The
couple, who have lived openly in town to
gether for 10 years, knew thatsome people
didn't consider them to be a traditional
family. But since West Hartford offers
health benefits tothe partners ofitsgay mu
nicipal employees, themenassumed Aey'd
also be entitled to the reduced-rate family
pass (saving $295). They were wrong. In
June, the town councU voted 6-3 against
them. The men had tripped over a battle
line they never imagined existed. "When
we were two gay men livingquietly in the
suburbs andkeeping ourgrasscut,wewere
perfectly well accepted," saysAntisdale, a

j marketing executive. "Assoon asweraised
ourhands and said we wantwhat youget,
the response was: 'How dareyoueven ask'."

No one would dispute the fact that homo
sexuals now enjoy unprecedented freedom
—to havechildren, servein Congress, even
starina sitcom. Butthe rapidprogressofthe
last few years has also created a kind of
backlash. Some ofithasbeenfairly isolated,
like when Irmo High Schoolin South Caro
lina barred the lesbian folk-rock duo Indigo
Girls from performing on campus thisMay
or when Ross Perot revoked domestic-
partnership benefits athisDallas computer-
services company in April. Other incidents
have national implications, especiallyTrent
Lott and conservative Republicans' at
tempts to makehomosexualitya keyissue in
the November elections. Few gay-rights
leaders thinkthey'll losetheirpartnerbene
fits or inheritance rights, which have be
come increasingly commonplace. But the
accumulation ofsetbacks raises the issue of
whetherstraightAmericahas reachedsome



After years of remarkably fast progress, gays
are facing a new set of barriers. Where are the
lines of tolerance being drawn? BY Marc Peyser

queasy when they view the
issue in terms of morahty

taboo sexuality. In a re-
cent Newsweek PoU, the
vast majority said gays de-
serve equal rights in obtain-
ing jobs and housing (83
percent and 75 percent)—
52 percent even said gays
should be allowed to in-

herit their partners' Social
B^H^H Security benefits. But 54

percent believe homosexu-
ality is a "sin." That distinc-
tdon played a major tactical
role in overturning the
Maine gay-rights law. The
conservative forces—led by
a group called the Chris-
tian Civic League—largely
avoided attacking gays for
seeking "special rights" like
job protections and focused^on morality. "They talked
much more about how gay
people were a threat to their
children and were going to
take over the Boy Scouts,"
says Karen Gera^ty, a gay-
rights lobbyist. The conser-
vatives couldn't agree more,

pge protests "Technically, it doeshaveto
ain do with special rights," says

Michael Heath, president of
the Christian Civic League, "but if you
scratch the surface, it's a moral concern."

The morality issue may explain why het
erosexuals find same-sex marriage to be the
most unacceptable item on the gay-rights
agenda. The Newsweek Poll found that
only 33 percent of people supported legal
gaymarriage. In part, the fear may flow from
straights' belief that marriage is the last
arena ofpublic life that sets them apart from
gays. "People even think of the actual
word-marriage—as a straight institution,"
says lesbian activist Chastity Bono.

Gay-pridemarches,suchas this year's inMyrtle Beach, S.G. (left),are rarely met bylargeprotests
anymore, but conservatives likeTrent Lottare makinghomosexualitya wedgeissue again

land of tipping point, a limit to its tolerance
for gays. If so, where are the lines being
drawn in other West Haitfords across the
country? In short, how gay is too gay?

On the national level, the bacl^h has
taken some familiar forms. Perhaps the
most glaring is the reported number of anti-
gay bias crimes, which rose 7 percent last
year while the overall crime rate dropped 4
percent. In the military, gays also face con
tinued resistance. Despite the Clinton ad
ministration's "don't ask, don't teU" policy,
discharges of gay servicemen and -women

increased 67 percent from 1994to 1997.The
hottest issues have been at state level. Be
foreanyone has legalizedgaymarriage—the
Hawaii and Vermont supreme courts are
considering it—28 states have rushed to
outlaw those unions. And in February,
Maine became the first in the nation to re
verse a statewide gay-rightslaw prohibiting
housing and employmentdiscrimination.

But it's really on Main Street, U.S.A.,
where the telltale lines are being drawn.
Straight people generally accept what
might becalled gay civil ri^ts, butthey get

: Gays: 6096 say there is
'a. lot' of discrimination
against gays today;
8396 say the coimtry
needs to do more
to protect the
rights of gays

Overall: 3396say there ;
is 'a lot' of discrimina
tion against gays .
today; 2996 say the
country needs to do
more to protect the_

Overall: 3396 approve of ; Gays: 8596 say legal gay
legally sanctioned gay • marriage is Very' or
marriage; 3696 say ^ 'somewhat'important;
they believe gays , 9096 say adoption
should be allowed to ; rights for gays are
adopt children ; important

NAJLAH FEANNY-SABA (LEFT). AMERICA'S VOICE PHOTO AUGUST 17, 1998 NEWSWEEK 51
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Overail:51% saythey ; Gays: 64%think same-
are Ver/ bothered by ;; sexkissing in pubhc
gays kissing in public;. J bothers straights Very
29% are Very'both- • much'; 39% say gays'
ered by same-sexcou- • holding hands bothers
piesholding hands ; straights Verymuch'

But the often unacknowledged core of the
marriage issue is the link with children. De
spite studies that show kids of gay parents
are no more likelyto grow up gay than chil
dren ofheterosexuals, many people fear that
gays will alter a child's sexuality. Joann
Flowers, a fortysomething restaurant own
er in Myrtle Beach, S.C., counts her gay
hairdresser as one of her "favorite people."
Shewas even glad that thisyear's gay-pride
parade moved to her hometown. "To each
his own. Plus, it's good for business," she
says. Still, she draws the line at gay mar
riage. "That's taking it too far. They adopt
children and then the kids grow up and
we've got all this perversion," Flowers says.
It's notjust marriage that posesa threat. The
Boy Scouts recently fou^t two legal chal
lenges to their ban on gay scoutmasters. "A
homosexual is not a role model for tradition
al family values," says Scout spokesman
Gregg Shields.

Not surprisingly, schools have become
ground zero in the battle over which kind of
gayness is acceptable. Hundreds of high
schools nationwide now have Gay/Straight
Alliances designed to provide moral sup
port for gay kids and teachers. That open
ness has touched off fierce retaliation. Last
October, a lesbian teacher in San Leandro,
Cahf., came out to her high-school science
class during Diversity Week. Parents com
plained.The teacherbecamethe targetofa
petitiondriveanda deaththreat.WhenKarl
Debro, who is straight, allowed his honors
English class to discuss the teacher's situa
tion, he was cited for "unprofessional con
duct." "Homosexuality has replaced com
munism and atheism as the last great
threat," saysJerry Underdal, a Gay/Straight

but no soa,
Heterosexuals largely support
equal rights for gays InJobs and
housing. But public displays of
affection—like In the movie

In & Out' (above), between
actresses Ellen DeGeneres and

Anne Heche (below) or by
onlookers at a pride parade-
disturb many straights.

Alliance faculty adviser in Fremont, Calif.
"People are afiraid their sleepy community
will turn into San Francisco." (Citing De-
bro's appeal of the case, San Leandro offi
cials wouldn't comment on specifics.)

But this kind of friction hasn't quelled
younger people's tolerance. The News-
week Poll found that young adults (ages 18
to 29) were significantlymore accepting of
gay marriage—or even adoption—than
people over 30 (and baby boomers were
more tolerant than people over 50). That's
probably because Gen-X and-Y people also
are more likelyto have a homosexualfidend
or acquaintance (65 percent) than 50-plus
adults (45 percent). Tony Trueba, 19, of
Huntington Beach, Calif.,didn't even know
what "coming out" meant until his cross
countrycoach, EricAnderson, did just that
to the entire team. Five years later, Ander
son has become the coach at Saddleback
College in MissionViejo andTrueba,whois
straight, has followed him there as an ath

lete and a fidend. Tony's father,
Richard, 47, says he no longer
worries about his son's being
alone with his gay coach. But
he's not entirely comfortable
with the fiiendship, either. "Ob
viously,the coachisnot what I'd
call an ideal role model for my
son, but we've gotten to know
him over the years," says Rich
ard. "In most respects, he's an
outstandingyoung man."

It's progress like that, howev
er grudging, that makes gay-
rightsactivistsoptimisticdespite

; j, the recent setbacks."Ellen"may
: have been pilloried forbeing too

^ gay, but the past season saw a
b and record 29 openly homosexual- characters on network-TV pro

log grams. "We've made enough
progress so that peoplefeelgays

^ . are acceptable, but liey'd rather
not go behind the bedroom

^. door," says Paul Rudnick, who
wrote the screenplayto last sum
mer's hit movie "In & Out." NotSsurprisingly, NBC's "WiU&
Grace," Ae next sitcom with a
gay main character, won't show
any gay kissing when it pre
mieres in September."Thisis the
best of times and the worst of
times for the gay commxmity,"
says Kevin Jennings, executive
director of the Gay, Lesbian,
Straight Education Network, a
New York-based advocacy
group. "We're experiencing un
precedented visibility and suc
cess. But in periods of social
change, there's always a back
lash. In the Afiican-American
civil-rights movement, the most

violence [by whites] was in the '60s, when
things werechanging themost."

In West Hartford, the pool-pass defeat
has actuallymade Antisdaleand Melanson
appreciate their community even more.
They received overwhelming supportfirom
their straight neighbors, including 450 resi
dents who sent a petition to the town coun
cil, to no avail. Doris Uricchio, an 85-year-
oldchurchgoingwomanwholivesnextdoor
to the men, was so angry with the Republi
cans who voted against them that she left
the GOP. "We can't dictate to other people
how they lead their lives," says Uricchio,
"They're wonderful boys. I don'ttake kindly
to disdain for other human beings." These
personal gay/straight alliances—a backlash
against the backlash—may ultimately
change attitudes onceandforaU.

With Debra Rosenberg in Maine,
T. Trent Gecax in Myrtle Beach,

Nadine Joseph in San Francisco and
Ana Ficueroa fn Los Angeles
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Leaving the Gay Ghetto
Icalled for a new post-gay identity, defined bymore than sexuality and more

open to self-criticism. So Igot criticized—alot. BY James CollardSIXMONTHS AGO,ADREAM CAME TRUE, ANDI
moved from London to New York City to become
editor in chief of OUT, the magazine for gay men
and lesbians. In many ways it's been a soft landing:
America is a friendly country, and New Yorkers—
despite the pridetheytakein beingfeisty—seem
gentle in comparison with Londoners.

Whichmadewhat tookplaceonJune 24 such a rude awakening.
At a symposium held in theleafy,
academic setting of New York's
New School, I critiqued the ghet-
toization of the gay communityand
the orthodoxy ofgaypolitics, sug- \H
gesting that self-criticism should no '5
longer be considered treason. I said j \
we should no longer define our-
selves solely in termsofoursexuah-
ty—even ifour opponentsdo.That
gaypeoplewerevoicing thesedis- " .
satisfactions, I argued, amounted to
a new "post-gay" sensibility.

A barrage of hostile questions— {
a barracking, we Brits would call
it--ensued. "Who does thissnotty ^

know?" was the general tone.
Later the press jumped on, as ''ISHBhB
well, with Duncan Osbome writ- -
ing in the newspaper Lesbian 6* -
Gay New Yorkthat what I'd said
was tantamount to "announcing
the death of gay politics." And
you, the reader, maybe wonder- OrCsSiV r>30pl
ing:Why, at a time when gay Fop the editor ofOUT, being
bashing is a continuing reality— 'post-gay' means being allou
bothactual violence andsaber- tO criticize gay culture
rattling by politicians like Trent
Lott—would the editor of OUT magazine want to wash the gay
community's dirty linen in public?

SoI'd like to clarify whatI meantbypost-gay, a term thatwas
coined bythegayBritish journalist andactivist PaulBurston in1994.
It doesn't refer to someonewho's simply switched sexuality, like the
WIFE, MOTHER, EX-LESBIAN in a recent ad campaignwho claimsto
havefilled theGod-shaped holeinher life and discovered thejoysof
heterosexuaiity. Noris itanti-gay. Post-gay is simply a critique ofgay
pohtics andgay culture—by gay people, for gay people.

For me, the post-gay sensibility began when I realized that Ipre
ferred thesocial varietyof"mixed" clubs to the morehomogenous
gay clubs. Firstfor protection andlater withunderstandable pride,
gays have come tocolonize whole neighborhoods, like WestHolly
wood in L.A.and Chelsea in New YorkCity. It seems to me that the
newJerusalem gaypeoplehavebeen strivingfor all these years
won'tbe found in a gay-only ghetto, but ina world wherewe are
free, equaland safeto liveourhves.

Another point ofdisagreement istheobsession many gays have
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withthemale body beautiful. Tome, it'sovermarketed, commodi-
fiedand,likethepressureonwomen tolooka certainway, oppres
sive.At the extremes,it leads to steroid abuse or liposuction. I have
as muchofa weaknessfor abroad, manlychest as the nextgayguy,
but for me the overmuscled Barbie look fails on its own terms, name
lyesthetic. (It'salsoveiyhigh maintenance, and I foroneammore
likelytowalk on water than achieveit.)

The anger thatI provoked with myremarks that night goes back
beyondanythingI said. In our

community, anger has been a useful
muscle,againsthomophobiaand dis-
crimination, and back in that terrible

p.' time when gay men were dying of
P aids in droves and governments

nothing, or next to
nothing.At that time anger really was
the onlylegitimateresponse, other
than grief,and anyone who wasn't
feelingpreciselythe same emotion
was, in a real sense, the enemy.

Butangernolongerhasthepower
touniteus.Muchhasbeenachievedin
the short time since the gay-rights
movementleaptoutofthecloset—and
ontothestreets—intheStonewaU
Riots ofl969. The movement survived

Bnot,and there is alsoanew generation
havegrownupina different climate, at

Thesedisparate groupsare unlikelyto
beunitedby theorthodox tactics ofangryveterans from earUer
battles.

Post-gay doesn't mean "The struggle's over, solet'sshop!" The
struggle isn'tover, andneither is thehealth crisis. Butthere'sa
pressure toconform within gay-activist politics, one that ultimately
weakens itsfighting strength byexcluding themany gay people who
no longersee theirfives solely in termsofstruggle.

It ishard to dedicateoneselfto amixed,gay-finendly societywhile
some outside ourcommunity still hate us. But ifthat is ourgo^, we
need totrytokeep italive and notrespond with akind offundamen
talism of our own. And it seems to me that if South Africa's ANC,
whosemembers werebeing imprisoned, exiled, tortiured andassas
sinated, had theheart todebate justwhatIdndoffuturetheywere
fighting for—including acommitment to gay rights—then gay people
here and across the world can do the same. •
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For the editor of OUT, being
'post-gay' means beingallowed
to criticize gay culture


